
 
 

 

 

  

Key Vocabulary  Definition  

Aerial View A view from above 

Map A picture showing where things are 
located 

Location The place where something is 

Compass A tool used to find directions 

Key A tool used to find out what symbols 
on a map represent  

Navigate To find the way 

Cartographer A person who draws a map 

Symbol A thing that represents or stands for 
something else 

 
Year 1 Geography: Spatial Sense 

Compass Points 

Cartographer 



 
 

 

Curriculum Intent  Links: 2b 

Environmental Awareness 

 

Text:  On the  

way home  

 

Extended Writing: To write 

labels and captions for an aerial 

map 

Think like a geographer by:  

To be able to follow a map 

To understand the features on a map 

To design a map to show how to get to an end point. 

 

Lesson Sequence:  

1. Can I describe what an 

Aerial view means? 

 

2. Can I understand maps tell 

us a location? 

 

3. Can I describe a location? 

 

4. Can I use compass points 

to show a location? 

 

5. Can I understand what 

makes a good map? 

 

6. Can I draw a map? 

 

Local Links:  

Hesketh Park 

-Lord Street 

-Holy Trinity Primary school 

 

National Curriculum Coverage: 

• use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional 

language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 

 

Key Content: 

• Aerial views are a view from above. 

• Maps are a representation of an area of land or sea that can be used for 

navigation. Maps can show physical and or human features including cities, 

roads, buildings etc. 

• The art of map making is called cartography. People who make maps are called 

cartographers. The word cartography comes from the Latin word ‘carta’ meaning 

map. 

• The earliest known maps are actually of the stars and were found in cave 

• The Age of Exploration is a time from the 15th to the 17th century 

 

Vocabulary:  

Aerial View 

Map 

Location 

Compass 

Key 

Navigate 

 


