
Year 6 
Dance Unit 2

Key Vocabulary
Canon A movement introduced by one dancer and 

repeated exactly by other dancers in turn.

Contrast Two contrasting movements that might differ in 
energy, space, design, timing or themes.

Variation An original movement that is repeated with 
various modifications.

Devices Movements made larger in space or time. This 
can include opposite moves such as arms/legs

Dynamics The way in which the movement is executed

Facial expression Feelings expressed on the face

Speed The speed of movement:-fast/slow. Dancers need 
to move to the beat of the music.

level High, middle and low. Middle level is when the 
dancer is standing, but not in an upright position. 
E.g. bent knees. Low level refers to floor work.

Unit Focus:
• Developing group devices and greater use of 

teamwork.
• Demonstrating narrative through contact and 

relationships
• Showing tension through pattern and 

formation



Lesson 1
Can I describe how dance action communicates 

the idea of a gang?
Can I perform dance actions which communicate 

the idea of a gang?
Can I create dance actions which communicate the 

idea of a gang?

Lesson 2
Can I describe how to use several devices?

Can I develop simple actions to make it more 
interesting?

Can I develop my own choreography to make it more 
interesting?

Lesson 3
Can I perform clear shapes and actions?

Can I create varied dance movements in a group?
Can I use formation to communicate relationships 

and tension?
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English / Maths Links:
Lesson 1                                                                                                                     
E Taking part in an appropriate discussion about gangs using appropriate vocabulary
M How many movements can you do on each station during the warm-up circuit?
Lesson 2
E Can you explain what contrasting means?
M Add in drawing mathematical shapes in the air with arm/legs during the starter activity
Lesson 3
E Discussion re West Side Story
M When in your formations think/have group discussions around symmetry/asymmetry

Lesson 4
Can I perform a live aural setting pattern?

Can I create my own live aural setting?
Can I create dance movements to match a live 

aural setting?

Lesson 5
Can I perform some attacking movements?
Can I develop a movement with a partner?

Can I use dynamics in a performance?

Lesson 6
Can I use performance qualities when I dance to 

tell a story?
Can I work effectively with others to improve my 

dance?
Can I perform clearly and with confidence?

English / Maths Links:
Lesson 4                                                                                                                     
E Reflecting and giving justified reasons why the movements match the sounds
M Keep count to the beat of the music
Lesson 5
E Inference questions about Zero Degrees.
M If you’re watching the video from 0:37 – 1:36. How many seconds/minutes have you watched?
Lesson 6
E Reflect upon and evaluate own/other groups performance
M Put all your dance movements together. How many beats of the music does your dance need 
from start to finish? What are you counting too to keep to the beat of the music?


